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DETAILED ACTION 



Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 9(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 1, 2, 8, 9, 11, 12, 18, 19, and 21-24 are objected to because of the 
following informalities: The phrase "communication with the computer is made" should 
be changed to "communication with the computer is to be made". This is suggested to 
show that permission is given before the communication is allowed, as disclosed in the 
applicant's specification. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

3. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 21 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. The computer program claimed is 
merely a set of instructions per se. Since the computer program is merely a set of 
instructions not embodied on a computer readable medium to realize the computer 
program functionality, the claimed subject matter is not statutory. See MPEP § 2106 
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IV.B.1. Included the limitation, on a computer readable medium, will allow the claims to 
be statutory. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1,3-6, 11, 13-16, and 21-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Fan et al. Patent 6,219,706. , 

Referring to claims 1,11, and 21-23, Fan et al. disclose an image processing 
apparatus (host 6 of Fig. 1, col. 4, lines 39-42) which can communicate with a computer 
via a network by using a port number allocated in correspondence to a kind of data 
process and executes an image process in accordance with data from the computer, 
comprising: address obtaining means for obtaining an address of a transferring source 
of the data on the basis of the data received from said computer (step 406 of Fig. 4, col. 
9, lines 16-22); port number obtaining means for obtaining a port number of a transfer 
destination of the data on the basis of the data received from said computer (step 406 of 
Fig. 4, col. 9, lines 16-22); and discriminating means for collating limitation information 
showing whether the communication with the computer is permitted or not, the address 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/087,81 6 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2624 

obtained by said address obtaining means, and the port number obtained by said port 
number obtaining means and discriminating whether the communication with the 
computer is made or not (col. 8, lines 38-59), wherein if it is determined that the 
communication with the computer is made, the data process corresponding to the port 
number obtained by said port number obtaining means is executed (step 418 of Fig. 4, 
col. 10, lines 1-6). 

Referring to claims 3 and 13, Fan et al. disclose wherein the port number is 
allocated in correspondence to a kind of job, and when the communication with the 
computer is made, a process of a job corresponding to the port number obtained by 
said port number obtaining means is executed (col. 4, lines 61-65). 

Referring to claims 4 and 14, Fan et al. disclose wherein in said limitation 
information, the address, the port number, and permission information showing whether 
the communication with the computer is permitted or not are made to correspond to 
each other (col. 1, lines 40-52), and said discriminating means discriminates whether 
the communication with the computer is made or not on the basis of said permission 
information corresponding to the address obtained by said address obtaining means 
and the port number obtained by said port number obtaining means (col. 8, lines 38-59). 

Referring to claims 5 and 15, Fan et al. disclose wherein if the address obtained 
by said address obtaining means and the port number obtained by said port number 
obtaining means do not correspond to said limitation information, said discriminating 
means discriminates whether the communication with the computer is made or not in 
accordance with a preset operation designation (col. 9, lines 41-59). 
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Referring to claims 6 and 16, Fan et al. disclose receiving means for receiving a 
connecting request from the computer (local network 4 of Fig. 1, col. 4, lines 42-44); and 
connection control means for establishing the connection to the computer (firewall 10 of 
Fig. 1, col. 4, lines 45-55), and wherein said address obtaining means obtains the 
address of the transferring source of the connecting request on the basis of said 
connecting request (step 406 of Fig. 4, col. 9, lines 16-22), said port number obtaining 
means obtains the port number of the transfer destination of the connecting request on 
the basis of said connecting request (step 406 of Fig. 4, col. 9, lines 16-22), said 
discriminating means collates said limitation information, the address obtained by said 
address obtaining means, and the port number obtained by said port number obtaining 
means and discriminates whether the connection to the computer is established or not, 
said connection control means establishes the connection to the computer if it is 
determined that the connection is established (col. 8, lines 38-59), and the data process 
is executed after the connection to the computer was established by said connection 
control means (step 418 of Fig. 4, col. 10, lines 1-6). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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7. Claims 2 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Fan et al. Patent 6,21 9,706 as applied to claims 1 and 1 1 , and in further view of IANA 
Well Known Port Numbers. 

Referring to claims 2 and 12, Fan et al. disclose utilizing a TCP and UDP session 
connection and executing means for executing a process according to the port number 
obtained by said port number obtaining means executed (step 418 of Fig. 4, col. 10, 
lines 1-6). Fan et al. do not disclose expressly a print process or an apparatus 
managing process. The IANA Well Known Port Numbers database teaches a first port 
number corresponding to a printing process for processing print data (0092 Network 
Printing Protocol, page 6) and a second port number corresponding to a managing 
process for processing the apparatus in accordance with command data (0002 
Management Utility, page 1). Fan et al. and the IANA Well Known Port Numbers are 
combinable because they are from the same field of TCP and UDP communication. At 
the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art to attempt printing and management sessions with the apparatus. The motivation for 
doing so would have been to remotely print documents or manage the computer from 
the network. Therefore, it would have been obvious to obtain the invention as specified 
in claims 2 and 12. 

8. Claims 7 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Fan et al. Patent 6,219,706 as applied to claims 1 and 11, and in further view of 
Yonenaga et al. Patent 5,646,872. 
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Referring to claims 7 and 17, Fan et al. disclose an image processing apparatus, 
but do not disclose expressly the image processing apparatus is a printer. Yonenaga et 
al. disclose a computer that includes a printer (col. 1 , lines 56-67). Fan et al. and 
Yonenaga et al. are combinable because they are from the same field of computer 
systems. At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to include a printer within a computer. The motivation for doing 
so would have been to increase the portability of a computer-printer system. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Yonenaga et al. with Fan et al. to 
obtain the invention as specified in claims 7 and 17. 

9. Claims 8, 9, 18, 19, and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Fan et al. Patent 6,219,706 and Nakagawa et al. Patent 6,530,025. 

Referring to claims 8, 18, and 24, Fan et al. disclose an image processing 
apparatus (host 6 of Fig. 1 , col. 4, lines 39-42) which can communicate with a computer 
via a network by using a port number allocated in correspondence to a kind of data 
process and executes an image process in accordance with data from the computer, 
comprising: address obtaining means for obtaining an address of a transferring source 
of the data on the basis of the data received from said computer (step 406 of Fig. 4, col. 
9, lines 16-22); port number obtaining means for obtaining a port number of a transfer 
destination of the data on the basis of the data received from said computer (step 406 of 
Fig. 4, col. 9, lines 16-22); and discriminating means for collating limitation information 
showing whether the communication with the computer is permitted or not, the address 
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obtained by said address obtaining means, and the port number obtained by said port 
number obtaining means and discriminating whether the communication with the 
computer is made or not (col. 8, lines 38-59 wherein if it is determined that the 
communication with the computer is made, the data process corresponding to the port 
number obtained by said port number obtaining means is executed (step 418 of Fig. 4, 
col. 10, lines 1-6). Fan et al. do not disclose expressly port number notifying means. 
Nakagawa et al. disclose port number notifying means for, if it is determined that the 
communication with the computer is made, notifying said computer of the port number 
corresponding to a designated data process (col. 10, lines 43-47). Fan et al. and 
Nakagawa et al. are combinable because they are from the same field of authorizing 
TCP communication systems. At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious 
to a person of ordinary skill in the art to notify a computer of the connection port allotted 
for communication. The motivation for doing so would have been to inform the 
communicating computer of the location and corresponding application of the allotted 
port number. Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Nakagawa et al. with 
Fan et al. to obtain the invention as specified in claims 8 and 18. 

Referring to claims 9 and 19, Fan et al. disclose allotted permission for 
communication with a computer but do not disclose expressly permission notifying 
means. Nakagawa et al. disclose permission notifying means for, if it is determined that 
the communication with the computer is made, notifying said computer of the fact that 
the communication is permitted (S5 of Fig. 9, col. 8, lines 45-52); and receiving means 
for receiving a port number request for requesting that the port number corresponding to 
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the designated data process is notified (identified port number, col. 9, lines 16-22), and 
wherein said port number notifying means notifies the port number corresponding to the 
designated data process in accordance with said port number request (S5 of Fig. 9, col. 
8, lines 45-52). Fan et al. and Nakagawa et al. are combinable because they are from 
the same field of authorizing TCP communication systems. At the time of the invention, 
it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to notify a computer of 
the whether permission has been granted for communication and the connection port 
allotted for communication. The motivation for doing so would have been to inform the 
communicating computer of whether to send further data and the location and 
corresponding application of the allotted port number. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to combine Nakagawa et al. with Fan et al. to obtain the invention as specified 
in claims 9 and 19. 

10. Claims 10 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Fan et al. Patent 6,219,706, Nakagawa et al. Patent 6,530,025 as applied to claims 
8 and 18, and in further view of Yonenaga et al. Patent 5,646,872. 

Referring to claims 10 and 20, Fan et al. disclose an image processing 
apparatus, but do not disclose expressly the image processing apparatus is a printer. 
Yonenaga et al. disclose a computer that includes a printer (col. 1 , lines 56-67). Fan et 
al. and Yonenaga et al. are combinable because they are from the same field of 
computer systems. At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person 
of ordinary skill in the art to include a printer within a computer. The motivation for 
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doing so would have been to increase the portability of a computer-printer system. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Yonenaga et al. with Fan et al. to 
obtain the invention as specified in claims 10 and 20. 

Conclusion 

1 1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
Wong Patent 6,700,891. 
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